io              SELECTED QUOTATIONS

Conscience, righteousness; what Is there new
in these? Their maxims are as old as the hills.
The novelty of righteousness is not in itself, but
in its application to the particular unrighteousness
of a particular age. It was thus that Jesus applied
to the sins and mock sanctities of his day the
ancient truths known to the prophets, and to others
long before him. It is thus that every new
reformer will seek to bring home to the men of
his generation what it is that the ancient standard
of right and justice now requires at their hands.

FELIX ADLER.

(In " Creed and Deed.")

EVOLUTION IN MORALS AND RELIGION.

(i)

RECENT investigations in primitive culture have
given us glimpses of a time when religion was
distinctly unethical. As we follow the line of
development upward we see that the ethical ele-
ment is introduced at first as a subordinate factor,
that it becomes gradually more and more promi-
nent and dominant, and that religious conceptions
become ever purer and more elevated in proportion
as this moral factor works its leaven into them.

......Every step forward in religion was due to a

quickening of the moral impulses......moral pro-
gress Is the condition of religious progress......A

new moral earnestness must precede the rise of
larger religious ideals. For the new religious
synthesis which many long for will not be a